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OUR C | s &M A weekin the life of Autocar’s fleet

Cheap transport
or ruinous money
pit? Time will tell

FirstreportCana£500, 12-year-old 7-series
make sense asan everyday car? James Ruppert
setsout to prove that Bangernomics really works

oreven spokento the seller, but

afterthe exchange of justafew
emails|had agreedtobuya1999
BMW 728i for just S00 quid. What
could possibly gowrong?

Well, nothing. And that's because |
bought the car fromafine, upstanding
member of the community, orin other
words an Autocar reader. However,
whenlfirstsaw the E38 7-series
parked outside Michael's house, | did
think there had been a mistake. It was
bigand black and still looked like it was
worth the £37k originally paidin 1999.
(Michael later said he might have let
the Sevengoabitcheap, so he asked
if 1could plug his Ugandan aid charity
to make up the difference, which
quite frankly isa marvellous way todo
business. It's www.esuubi.org.uk.)

Anyway, a 7-series that costs
buttons (well, £500) would make
anormal personworry that there
was animmense bill just around the
corner. Luckily, thiswasn'tanyold
7-series. It had history, in the shape
of abig pile of BMW specialistand
main dealerinvoices, including some
reassuringly expensive bills for recent
rear suspension work. A set of rear link
arms supplied and fitted for £446.45
andasetof rearshock absorbers afew
months later at £372.96 have done
wonders for the car; not surprisingly,
itrides like a firm - but fair - premium-
quality mattress.

Evenso, this 134,448-mile 7-series
wasdue aservice, plus|needed my

l had never seenapicture of it,
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local garage to answer the question|
ask of itonce a year or so, namely, “Will
this car bankruptorevenkillme?”In
thiscase, it turned out, neither. They
carried out aninteriminspection,
whichmeant oil filter, plugsand a
checkof all the vitals. Michael had
mentioned anintermittent wheel
wobble at 55-60mph, which had been
anissuesince 2006, butlhadall the
wheels balanced and there have been
nodiscernible shakes. Spannerman
Stuart pronounced the Seven “solid”,
and with none of the suspension or
brake pipe rotissues that can condemn
big cars to the scrapheap.

Aclean bill of mechanical healthon

James paid just
£500fortheBMW.
Itcost£37k new

avehicle as ferociously complicated
as thisis reassuring. The bodywork,
however, is adifferent matter.

I'd picked up the Seveninan August
monsoon, which always helps to
give paintwork aglossy sheen.
Oncedry, though, | could see all the
imperfections. Afteradozen years
andasix-figure mileage, any vehicle
isgoing to pick up its share of chips,
dinks and dents. However, the Seven's
bonnetresembled The Sky at Night or,
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for younger readers, something that
Professor Brian Cox might get excited
about, with a Milky Way's worth of tiny,
star-like specks of bare metal. At some
point the Seven had been resprayed;
maybe there was moisture in the air
whenitwasdone, orthe preparation
wasn'tspoton, but theresultwas
micro-blisters. Millions of them
Fortunately, every little blister was
touched up by hand by the members
of my family who like todo that sort
of thing. Sodid| - sorry, they - usean
official BMW Schwarz touch-up stick?
Nope, black iron railing paint, which did
the trick of deadening the Planetarium
effect.Ohyes, thatwasahappy

Recent suspension work means the Seven stillrides well

weekendas| - sorry, they - vacuumed
and buffed the Seven toits former
glory. Somuch so that photographer
Stuartcalleditabig, beautiful black
swan. And he'sright, of course.
TheBMWalsogoesaswellasit
looks.A2.8-litreenginedoesn't
sound muchinawhoppingcarlikea
7-series, but press the accelerator and
it takes off smoothly. It even passes
foravaguely economical luxo-barge,
with the computer telling me thatit
is so far returning more than 30mpg,
withamixof longish journeys and
local commutes. On the subject of the
computer, |did have todiginto the
owner’s handbook to familiarise myself

withthe flight deck. Alll have todo
now is adjust the electric seat tothe
optimum position and marvel at BMW's
build quality from the last century.
Indeed, as he handed me the keys,
Michael said, “Thisisacar that | could
getintoanddrive to Scotland without
asecond thought.” He wasright, you
know. See you atjohn O'Groats
james@bangernomics.com

BMW 728i

Price new £36,900 Price as tested £500
Economy 31.7mpg Expenses Service
£173.28, road tax £215 Faults Paintwork
iffy, one footwell speaker broken, several
pixels missing from dashboard display
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ENGINE
Magnificent. Quiet, sweetand
responsive butwails likea
turbine when pushed.

CLIMATECONTROL
Proudly representing the
on-board gadgetry, whichall
worksasitshould.

BMW ROUNDEL
Yes, I'mabadge snob. Getting
aBMW feels like coming home.
lusedtosell’'em, y'’know...

Lovelt,

. a \
PAINTWORK
Exceptldon‘treally loathe
itbecauseit’sallpart
of the character.

WINDSCREEN

Sealis breaking up, sowind
noiseisintrusive, plusthere’s
anMOT advisory crack.
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